EXOTIC/ENDANGERED/EXTINCT SPECIES POSTERS PROJECT

Your assignment is to choose and implement TWO of the three options listed below.
 

Option A:  Exotic Species: Wanted Dead or Alive

Background Information: Go to the United States Department of Agriculture web page and read their information on Non-native Species:
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/aquatics/main.shtml
 
Choose a MARINE Species: Visit the above web site to choose a species. The only requirement for choosing a species is that it must be a MARINE species that is invasive.
The product:
 
A “Wanted” poster for your species. Must be “poster” size. You must include:  
· NAME / ALSO KNOWN AS (Latin name / common name / “criminal” name)
· PICTURES – 2 drawings or photographs (IN COLOR)
· IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS – key features to look for when identifying the criminal
· LAST SEEN – where did the species originally come from? Include a map.
· SUSPECTED HIDEOUTS - include a map of the U.S. with its current distribution shaded; description of its preferred habitat
· CRIMES COMMITTED by your species (problems associated with your specific species and not just general to all invasive species)
· REWARD for elimination of your species (think ecologically, economically, socially, politically – again, be specific for your species)
· Color, neatness, and creativity
· Works Cited – MLA citations
 
Option B:  Endangered Species: Have you Seen Me?
Background Information: Go to the NOAA Fisheries web page and read their information on endangered species:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/listed.htm
 
Choose a MARINE Species: The only requirement for choosing a species (plant or animal) is that it must be a MARINE (Ocean or Estuarine) species that is currently listed as endangered in the U.S (not threatened).  
The product:
 
A Missing Person Ad for your species. Must be “poster” size. You must include:  
· NAME / ALSO KNOWN AS (Latin name / common name)
· PICTURES – 2 drawings or photographs (IN COLOR)
· IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS – key features to look for when identifying the missing species
· LAST SEEN – what was the species’ previous habitat range? Include a map if possible.  When did the population get listed as endangered?
· SUSPECTED CURRENT LOCATION - include a map of the U.S. with its current distribution shaded; description of preferred habitat
· LAST SEEN WITH (include a description of cause(s) of population decrease)
· REWARD for preservation of your species (think ecologically, economically, socially, politically – again, be specific for your species)
· PLEA FOR HELP – What impact would this species’ extinction have on the environment?  Why should we protect it?
· Color, neatness, and creativity
· Works Cited – MLA citations
 
 
Option C:  Extinct Species: Obituary
Background Information: There are a number of resources that you can use to find a list of extinct species.  For instance, go to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s web page and read their information on extinct species for ideas:  http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/lists/extinct.html
Options: THE GALAPAGOS DAMSEL, THE THICKTAIL CHUB, THE DODO BIRD, THE GREAT AUK, THE CARIBBEAN MONK SEAL, STELLER'S SEA COW, YANGTZE RIVER DOLPHIN, THE MEGALADON SHARK, or another approved extinct species.
 
Choose a MARINE Species: The only requirement for choosing a MARINE species is that it must be a species that has gone extinct in the last 100 years.  
The product:
 
An obituary for your extinct species. Must be “poster” size. You must include:  
· PICTURES – 2 drawings or photographs (IN COLOR)
· ANNOUNCEMENT:
· NAME (Latin name, common name)
· DATE OF DEATH – When was this species listed as extinct?
· CAUSE OF DEATH – what led to the demise of this particular species?
· BIOGRAPHY
· DATE OF BIRTH – when did this species evolve?
· WHERE THEY LIVED THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE – what was the former habitat range of this species prior to extinction?
· HOBBIES AND AWARDS – what was the species’ niche; what are some key features that made your species special and unique; how has the environment been affected by its loss? 
· SURVIVOR INFORMATION – what are some closely related species that still exist on our planet (e.g. species in the same genus)?
· SCHEDULED CEREMONIES 
· How will the passing of this species be remembered?
· Tell people how they can make donations in remembrance of the species.
· Color, neatness, and creativity
· Works Cited – MLA citations
Each poster will be worth 30 points (Test/project category) and graded on the criteria listed above.
Text and Pictures should FILL YOUR POSTER. USE LARGE READABLE FONT! Pictures should be placed in the center of your poster!

Helpful hint:  Look at examples of wanted posters (from old timey western movies or modern police posters), missing person ads (previously on sides of milk cartons) and obituaries (look in the newspaper to see how things are typically worded).
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